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SUBJECT: EXTRADITION TREATY WITH TONGA 

1. PRINCE TUTPELEHAKE, PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF TONGA, HAS SENT FOLLOWING 
LETTER, DATED MARCH 14, 1977, TO AMBASSADOR: QUOTE SIR, 

I HAVE THE HONOR TO REEER TO THE DECLARATION MADE ON 18TH 
JUNE 1970 TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 

IN WHICH IT WAS STATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF TONGA, 
CONSCIOUS OF THE DESIRABILITY OF MAINTAINING EXISTING LEGAL 
RELATIONSHIPS, AND CONSCIOUS OF ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER 
INTERNATIONAL LAW TO HONOR ITS TREATY COMMITMENTS. 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT MANY TREATY RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE 
KINGDOM OF TONGA, FOR WHICH THE UNITED KINGDOM WAS 
RESPONSIBLE AS THE PROTECTING POWER, WOULD BE INHERITED 
UPON WITHDRAWAL OE THAT POWER'S PROTECTION, 

BY VIRTUE OF CUSTOMARY INTERNATIONAL LAW; BUT THAT 
SINCE IT IS LIKELY THAT IN VIRTUE OF CUSTOMARY 
INTERNATIONAL LAW CERTAIN TREATIES MIGHT HAVE LAPSED 
AT THE DATE OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE AFORESAID PROTECTION, 

IT SEEMED ESSENTIAL THAT EACH TREATY SHOULD BE SUBJECTED 
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TO LEGAL EXAMINATION; AND THAT IT WAS PROPOSED THAT AFTER 
THIS EXAMINATION WOULD HAVE BEEN COMPLETED, TO INDICATE 
WHICH, IE ANY, OF THE TREATIES WHICH MIGHT HAVE 
LAPSED BY CUSTOMARY INTERNATIONAL LAW THE 
GOVERNMENT OE TONGA HAS EXAMINED THE EXTRADITION TREATY 
ENTERED INTO BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OE THE UNITED 
KINGDOM AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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SIGNED AT LONDON ON DECEMBER 22, 1931 AND EXTENDED TO 
TONGA ON AUGUST 1, 1966. 1 HAVE THE HONOR TO INEORM YOU 
THAT IT IS THE DESIRE OE THE GOVERNMENT OE TONGA THAT THE 
ABOVE TREATY SHOULD BE REGARDED AS IN FORCE BETWEEN OUR 
RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES, AND AS CONTINUING TO REGULATE 
EXTRADITION ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THEM PENDING ANY NEW 
TREATY WHICH MIGHT BE CONCLUDED. I HAVE THE 
HONOR TO SUGGEST THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S REPLY IN 
THE ABOVE SENSE AND THIS NOTE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED BY OUR 
RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS AS CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT 
TO THAT EEEECT. PLEASE ACCEPT, YOUR EXCELLENCY, THE 
ASSURANCES OE MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. H.R.H. PRINCE 
TU'IPELEHAKE, PRIME MINISTER & MINISTER OE EOREIGN AEFAIRS 
UNQUOTE. 

2. ORIGINAL LETTER BEING POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT. 

3. ACTION: DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE 
AMBASSADOR OE APPROPRIATE REPLY. 

SELDEN 
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